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General Note

One of the challenges performers may face in realizing "Gretel" is in creating a natural balance 

between the quasi Romantic lyricism that dominates the first half of the piece vs. the angularity 

of the music that follows.  I would encourage the performers to freely explore this duality while 

considering that the transition from one sound world to the other should be completely 

organic while embracing it's own dreamlike logic.  

About The Composer

"Alphonse Izzo's music always surprises me with its 

freshness and sense of adventure.  On the one hand he takes 

risks with improvisation, form, mixing technology and media. 

On the other, his great ear and craft always make the result

sound perfectly natural." Robert Carl, Composer 

Alphonse Izzo is a composer and performer living in New Haven, CT.

His music has been premiered in the USA, Canada, Europe and South America 

and is represented by Honey Rock Publishing and Canondale Publishing.  

Mr. Izzo's works appear on CD via Trace Label and Vox Novus labels.

He is a graduate of The Hartt School where his teachers included Ingram Marshall, Robert Carl, 

David Macbride, Larry Alan Smith, and Steve Gryc.  He has also participated 

in masterclasses with Paul Moravec and Michael Schelle.  

In addition to his work as a composer, Mr. Izzo is co-founder of

SoundUnderground, a long running concert series based in 

New Haven, CT.
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